A Guide to Erev Pesach on Shabbos- Rabbi Daniel Yolkut

The somewhat rare1 observance of Erev Pesach on Shabbos has been a source of confusion for thousands of
years.2
This guide is intended to allay that confusion, and to ensure a properly halachic chag kasher ve-sameach.
Please take the time to read through this carefully so as to plan appropriately for this period, and feel free to
contact me with any questions or clarifications.

Shabbos before Pesach--- 7 Nissan, March 20

The community Shabbos haGadol Drasha will be given this Motzei Shabbos.

Thursday, 12 Nissan, March 25

As fasting is prohibited on Shabbos, Ta’anis Bechorim is observed on Thursday, instead of Erev Pesach. A
bechor, or parent of an underage bechor, should attend a se’udas Mitzvah in order to exempt himself from the
obligation of fasting. There will be a siyumim in Shul following the 7:05 and 8:30 minyanim.

Thursday Night, 13 Nissan, March 25

Bedikas Chametz is conducted after 8:17 PM, with a bracha and with the bitul recited afterward.3

Friday Morning, 13 Nissan, March 26

The Sale of Chametz is contracted on Friday this year, and the sale goes into effect on Shabbos morning, not
during the morning of the day of the sale, and the prohibition on eating sold Chametz does not go into effect
until Shabbos Morning. Therefore, keep in mind that arrangements for the sale must be made by this
morning.
The custom is to burn the chametz not being saved for the rest of Friday or for Shabbos use at the hour that
bi’ur would be performed on an ordinary year on Erev Pesach.4 Therefore, ideally chametz should be burned
by 12:22 PM on Friday. Bitul is not recited when the chametz is burned, but should be said on Shabbos
morning (see below.) One can continue to eat chametz throughout the day.

Before Shabbos
Preparations for Pesach
Various things usually done on Erev Pesach must be completed before Shabbos:
● Any kashering

1

The last time this occurred was 2008, and will occur again in 2025, and then not again until 2045.
During the period of Bayis Sheni, there was once great uncertainty whether the Korban Pesach could be offered on Shabbos
when Erev Pesach fell on Shabbos, until Hillel was able to establish that, indeed, it should be offered. This led to Hillel’s
appointment as Nasi.(Pesachim 66a)
3
Ideally, bedikas Chametz must be conducted at night, and by the illumination of some type of light source (a candle, or
flashlight). Hence, this is not possible on Friday night.
Other bedikas Chametz issues:
1.) Someone who is spending Pesach outside his/her home, and will be away already on Thursday night should do bedikas
Chametz on the night before leaving, without a bracha, but followed by the bitul.
2.) If, for whatever reason, bedikas Chametz was not done on Thursday night, it should be performed during the day on Friday,
with a bracha..
4
So as not to set a precedent for burning the chametz later in the day for other years.
2

● The z’roa and beitzah to be placed on the Seder Plate should be roasted.5
● If you use ground horseradish for the maror, there are those that grind it before Shabbos, and then keep

it in a sealed container in order to maintain its sharpness. Others grind it on Motzei Shabbos, but with a
shinu’i.
● Charoses should ideally be prepared in advance.6
● Make sure that there is a flame left burning to be used for Yom Tov, and that ovens etc. should be left in a
state in which they will be usable on Yom Tov
● When setting the lights for Shabbos on a timer, you should keep in mind the anticipated duration of the
Sedarim as well.

Leil Shabbos- Shabbos haGadol/Erev Pesach 14 Nissan, March 27
Properly fulfilling the requirement of eating Shabbos meals on this Shabbos presents unique challenges,
particularly during the day, as one is forbidden to eat Chametz from 11:20 AM on Erev Pesach, but one is
also not allowed to eat regular Matzah on Erev Pesach7.
1.

Challah- Certainly on Friday night, when chametz is still permitted, challah is
perfectly acceptable for lechem mishneh.
2. Egg Matzah- While one is not allowed to eat actual Matzah (i.e. that is usable for the
mitzvah of Matzah at the Seder) on Erev Pesach, Matzah Ashirah (Matzah which is
kneaded with liquids other than water) is permissible. Therefore, Egg Matzah,, could
be used for lechem mishneh, and this would not raise concerns about having chametz
remaining.
The table on which the egg matzah or challah was eaten should be covered if it is intended for use on
Pesach.
Menu and Dishes
While it is permissible to eat chametzdik8 meals on Friday night and on Shabbos morning
(until 11:20AM), having chametz around can lead to a number of problems, since chametz cannot be
kept warm in an oven or on a range already kashered for Pesach, and the chametzdik pots and dishes
would not be able to be washed on Shabbos since they would have no possible further Shabbos use. It
is therefore generally easier to eat meals made with Pesachdik food and served with Pesach dishes
and cutlery. However, one should be careful to keep the egg matzah, and certainly challah, away
5

This should not be done on Yom Tov, since only foods intended to be eaten on that particular day of Yom Tov are allowed to be
cooked. If, however, you do intend to eat the Zer’oa or Beitza during the day, you could roast it immediately prior to the Seder.
6
If you did not prepare the charoset in advance, it should be made on Motzei Shabbos before the Seder, but with a shinui , such
as grinding less finely than normal.
7
On Erev Pesach, one is not allowed to eat the types of Matzah with which the mitzvah of Matzah could be fulfilled at the
Seder. Since that matzah must be “lechem ‘oni,” poor bread, matzah kneaded with juice, or egg matzah s – so called “matzah
ashira,” or rich bread—is not part of this prohibition, and hence can be consumed on Erev Pesach. However, as Ashkenazi
practice is not to eat matzah Ashira during Pesach itself, due to totally different concerns that there may indeed be a procees of
chimutz (leavening) in the mixture of juices and flour, and the consensus of poskim is that from the time we stop eating Chametz
we do not eat Matzah Ashira either. However, this stringency does not extend to issues of ownership, and hence one could keep
left-over Matzah Ashira in one’s home over Pesach, unlike whatever Challah that might remain after the Shabbos meals.
8
Or kitniyos. (Leftover kitniyos could be owned over Pesach)

from the Pesachdik dishes and tablecloth, either by making hamotzi and eating the bread on a
separate table, or over a plastic covering which can then be removed.
An alternative, in order to avoid contact between the challah, or egg matzah, with the
Pesach dishes, is to use disposable dishes.. Again, care should be taken that any food from the meal to
be kept over Pesach should be kept separate from chametz.

Shabbos Morning- March 27

Shabbos Day Meals
On any Erev Pesach, chametz (or, for Ashkenazim, Egg Matzah9) cannot be eaten after the fourth hour of
the morning . This presents difficulties on Shabbos, when one must eat a meal with lechem mishneh.
Therefore, , in order to be able to eat the Shabbos meal at home in the morning, there will be two minyanim
for Shacharis at 7 AM and 8:15 AM.
Chametz may be eaten until 11:20 AM.
Bitul Chametz, and Disposal of Last Chametz
Any chametz remaining after the morning meal should be disposed of through a bathroom drain. The bitul,
or legal nullification, is then recited. Both the disposal and bitul must be performed prior to 12:22 PM.

Shabbos Afternoon

Some have the custom to recite the Haggadah (from “Avadim Hayinu” until “le-chaper al avonoteinu,” at
the end of the passage following dayeinu) in the afternoon of Shabbos haGadol.
Seudah Shlishis
There are a number of options that have been devised in order to fulfill the obligation of Seudah Shlishis:
1. Divide the morning meal into two, stopping in the middle and reciting birkas ha-mazon, and
then taking a brief break, and then washing again. Again, bread or egg matzah can only be eaten
prior to 11:20 AM.
2. Eating meat, vegetables, or fruit in the afternoon.10
3. Some suggest that is best to heed both of the above suggestions, in order to both eat a third bread
meal as well as to eat a Seudah in the afternoon.
In any case, those eating Seudah Shlishis should allow sufficient appetite for the Seder.

Motzei Shabbos- Leil Pesach- 15 Nissan, March 27

No preparations for the Seder (setting the table, etc.), cooking, or lighting Yom Tov candles can be done
until after Shabbos is over, at 8:29 PM. Before doing such activity, one should either daven ma’ariv11, or say
“Baruch ha-Mavdil bein Kodesh le-Kodesh,” in order to officially end Shabbos.

Chag Kasher ve-Sameach!

9

According to the consensus of poskim.
Cooked food prepared with matzah meal (e.g. kneidelach) can also be eaten until 5:40 PM , as opposed to baked matzah
products (cakes and the like) which should not be consumed on Erev Pesach.
11
Remembering to include “ve-todi’enu” in the Amidah, which serves as a havdalah.
10

